PILGRIMAGE  TO  THE  TOMB

town of Qabr Hud is only inhabited for three days in the year. The first
act of the pilgrims after arriving and finding their quarters is to go down to
the river and wash and pray. Then they return to their houses and after
food go out to look at the beduin dances. The fair at which animals,
clothing and butter are sold, lasts until sunset and the pilgrims may, if they so
wish, do business until this time.

The next day they rise early and going down to the river pray the Fajr
beside the water. The ceremonies of the visitation take pkce during the
day. Again by the water-side the pilgrim says: "Verily it is a river of the
rivers of Paradise." He then performs the ablutions and prays under the
leadership of the Mansab, Sheikh 'Umar al Mihdhar. Then he tells his
beads and praises and glorifies, 'and magnifies, advancing the while to the
empty well where he stays a short time. Here he says "Peace be on the
Prophet of God, peace be on the Apostle of God, peace be on the Beloved of
God." This is followed by the invocation of the peace oix all the prophets
of importance, the four perfect women, the archangels and the gardener
of Paradise.

The pilgrim then prays that out of regard for the prophet Hud, the
Prophet Muhammad and others, God will accept his endeavours, be pleased
with his deeds, redouble his rewards, forgive him his sins, strengthen his
weakness with the protection of faith, raise up his abode and make His
pleasure his hope and Paradise his object and goal, that God will keep his
record in His right hand, make his deeds good, accept the good deeds of his
benefactors and forgive them who sin against him.

Then the pilgrim climbs to the holy tomb where Seiyid 'Alawi bin
Ahmed al Haddad prays on his behalf. The prayers are &rther inter-
cessions by the virtue of Hud and the other prophets, and are followed by
the reading of the Chapter of Hud and a reading from the EawaHb of
Ahmed bin 'Umar al Hinduan.

how much he would be paid. Burton, remarks in a footnote to his Arabian Nights
"the people are the Swiss of Arabia and noted for thrift and hard bargains; hence
the saying * If you meet a serpent and a Hazrami, sky the HazramL'" The Seiyid
and his companions replied that they would -give him the tithes of the wadk He
led them to the spot and Seiyid Ahmed bin Tsa after exansination was convinced
that the prophet was buried there. A cupola was built over the grave with stairs
leading up to it and a mosque near-by for prayers. Sheikh Ba 'Abbad became the
guardian of the tomb and his descendants hold the office to this day. It is only
this cupola* that is old; the other buildings and the magnificent flighti of stain are
comparatively new and arc due to the benefaction of the Al Kaf family.
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